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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his.invention. 

2. Claims 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 16 is not clear. The claim appears to include several grammatical errors 
and cannot be understood at this time. It is not clear if the work and the item are 
considered to be part of the claimed Invention. Correction is required. 

4. The remaining claims are rejected as depending from a rejected base claim. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

6. Claims 1-3 and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Anthony, US #4,391,053. 

7. Anthony discloses an apparatus for framing a work comprising frame 48 (Figure 
7), first mat 46 having openings, second mat 40 having a plurality of slits (Figure 9), 
and mount board 60 positioned to hold the mats and frame in place. First mat 46 is held 
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in place by mounting points 74 (Figure 7). The work to be framed is threaded through 
Slits (such as 80, 81) then mounted in the frame with the other mat. The work is 
considered to be a greeting card. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, If the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the Invention was made. 

9. Claims 4-8 and 13-20. as far as definite, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Anthony in view^of Plumly, US #5,524,373. 

10. Anthony does not teach the surfaces of the mat and mount board as having 
detachable attachment surfaces, however such surfaces are well known in the art of 
displays. Plumly teaches a display wherein an advertisement and mat are held with 
respect to a frame by means of magnetic attachment surfaces (Figure 6). Magnetic 
layer 31 holds the advertisement in place. It would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to utilize such a magnetic layer in the frame of Anthony so 
as to retain the layers in place while still providing a flat display. 

11. As best as claim 16 can be understood, the combination of Anthony and Plumly 
would provide detachable magnetic surfaces to allow these surfaces to be attached to 
an item. 
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12. Plumly also teaches aperture 45 for removing the back. Plumly does not teach 
the use of a ribbon. It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to substitute a ribbon for the hook used with this aperture as an equivalent means for 
removing the backing layer. The examiner also takes official notice of additional 
structures commonly attached to the back layer of picture frames to enable a user to 
pull the back layer off so as to change the picture. 

Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US patents 3579886. 5353536, 5337949 and 3473246 are cited 
as of interest. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joanne Siibermann whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6653. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 5:30 - 2:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on 571-272-6651 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pajr-direct.uspto.gQv. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Joanne Silbermahn 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 361 1 
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